
 

ELIZABETH TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

  

September 19, 2013 

 

 

     A joint ETPC / Board of Supervisors workshop session was held on September 19, 2013, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  In 

attendance were ETPC Chairman, Bob Navitski, and ETPC members Carol Weaver, Dick Bergey and Pat Moulds. Eileen 

Lieberman was excused.  Skip Garner and Todd Miller were absent. 

     Supervisors, Brian R. Wiker, Jeff Burkholder and Rodney D. May, were present. Township Secretary, Rita Snavely, was 

also present at the meeting.  Township engineers, Bob Lynn and Jennifer Prunoske, and County Planner, Gwen Newell, 

attended the meeting. 

 

Model Act 167 Update 
      Working drafts of the Stormwater Management Ordinance containing proposed language to amend and modify the 

Township’s current Ordinance to comply with Act 167 requirements had been prepared by the Township engineer, along 

with an outline of items needing to be addressed.  Several of the items were reviewed and discussed at the previous ETPC 

meeting.  The Township engineer indicated that the Board of Supervisors will need to make decisions on several issues so 

that an Ordinance can be prepared for adoption.   Draft 3 of the Ordinance and specific items for consideration were prepared 

for discussion at this session.  An email from LCPC Planner, James Cohey, was reviewed relating to the communication 

between the County and DEP regarding the matter of exemptions.  Bob Lynn also provided the Township with proposed 

cistern and runoff reuse design criteria for consideration. 

     Mr. Lynn stated that the date for adoption of the Ordinance remains November 21
st
.  That may change when agricultural 

exemptions and other general exemptions are discussed with PA DEP on September 24
th
.    Mr. Lynn does not expect the 

agricultural exemption to be approved and noted that it will be cumbersome to include at a later time.  He does expect the 

1,000 square foot cumulative general exemption discussed at the previous ETPC meeting to gain approval.  The 1,000 SF 

cumulative exemption relates to the lot, not the owner, and would date from 2004.  In any event, it is the engineer’s goal that 

the Ordinance is prepared for adoption by the deadline date even if changes ultimately need to be made.  Some of the 

Township solicitor’s comments have already been included in Draft 3.  It is hoped that the application process can be kept as 

simple as possible regardless of the level of the plan.  Supervisor Wiker questioned cumulative tracking and Mr. Lynn replied 

that every permit received by the Township will be reviewed for storm water and that will create the tracking mechanism.  

Minor projects will be reviewed and approved by the Township engineer.  Major projects will require ETPC review, 

comment and approval by the Board of Supervisors.  One inch of runoff is to be infiltrated onsite for small projects. Testing 

will not be required on small projects in karst areas. It was recommended by the engineer, and agreed by all present, that all 

plans with 5,000 SF or more of disturbance be required to submit an erosion and sedimentation control plan.   The number of 

plan copies required for submittal was discussed and agreed upon.  Pre-application meetings will be encouraged.  The 

maintenance fund will actually be set up as an inspection fund on a ten year interval basis. The fee can be set up and amended 

by resolution.  Mr. Lynn explained some technical and language changes made to the Ordinance.  It was noted that all water 

quality issues must be approved by DEP.  Some decks will not be considered impervious.  Patios and concrete projects will 

be considered impervious.  In response to a question by Supervisor May, the determination of what is impervious is at the 

discretion of the Township engineer.  Color coding of Draft 3 was explained in response to a question by Supervisor 

Burkholder.  Finally, the Ordinance must be advertised no less than seven days prior to adoption.    It does not need to be 

reviewed by the County or DEP.  The Township Solicitor and Township Engineer will attest to its compliance. 

 

Other Business 

 

     The next regular ETPC meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 2, 2012, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Adjourn 

 

     Workshop adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

                                                                       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                                                       Rita A. Snavely 

                                                                       Recording Secretary 


